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OUR 1000th MILESTONE

Luke’s Closet recently hit a major milestone –
providing clothes for the 1,000th time! When we
began in June of 2018, we were so excited for our
first delivery to go out the door. Now, we have over
100 volunteers who ensure clothes reach kiddos via
delivery, Shop & Eat events and personal shopping
appointments.

“This milestone shows how Luke’s Closet fills a gap
in the existing support network. We’re so grateful
to our generous donors for keeping our closet full
of high-quality clothes and to our volunteers for



ensuring children’s clothing needs are met,”said Diane Reeber-Lin, Luke’s
Closet chair.

“Sometimes children arrive at a home with only the clothes on their back, and
buying clothes can mean financial stress for families,” said Diane Reeber-Lin,
Luke’s Closet chair. “When children get clothes from Luke’s Closet, it’s one less
thing for parents to worry about. They can focus on helping children adjust to
a new home. It’s an honor to support children in need and make their
transition to a new living situation a little easier.”

Luke’s Closet provides clothing for children in foster, kinship and adoptive
care families. Dane County currently has about 175 children in foster care and
court-ordered kinship care, according to Dane County Department of Human
Services, in addition to 238 in voluntary kinship care. In Dane County, 76% of
children in foster care are victims of child abuse or neglect. When families
move from foster or kinship care to adoptive care, Luke’s Closet continues to
support them.

“Kinship care is placement with relatives, who may become licensed as foster
homes if they meet the requirements,” said Dawn Douglas-Mellom, out of
home care consultant, Dane County Department of Human Services. Many
times it is a grandparent caring for their grandkids.”

“Families truly appreciate this service,” said Douglas-Mellom. “Clothing is in
excellent condition and there is a lot of variety and sizes. This program has
been very popular with kinship families, as they have limited financial
assistance as compared to foster families. Families enjoy the shopping days
and personal connection they have with the volunteers.”

Luke’s Closet provides clothing through delivery, personal shopping
appointments and at Shop & Eat events. Our largest Shop & Eat events each
year are during the “Back to School” season. This year, 50 children attended
on Saturday, August 20th and on Tuesday, August 23rd. Our final Shop & Eat
event of 2022 will be Saturday, November 5th, from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Madison Breakfast Rotary Club Grant

We are honored to have been chosen as a grant recipient by the Madison
Breakfast Rotary Club. The $300 award will be used to provide shoes for



children in care. Luke’s Closet’s committee volunteer, Robin (pictured, bottom
right), joined a breakfast meeting via Zoom a few weeks ago to accept the
grant and share a bit more about Luke’s Closet. Our mission to provide free
clothes to children in care is a community effort and we are grateful for those
who recognize and support our work. Thank you Madison Breakfast Rotary!

If you are part of a grant-giving organization, please consider contacting
Kirsten Pederson, Luke’s Closet Fundraising Coordinator. Luke’s Closet is
working hard to raise funds for new shoes and winter boots for our kiddos.

Now Accepting Fall & Winter
Clothing

In preparation for school and the cooler
months ahead, we are accepting new or
nearly new fall and winter clothing, size 2T -
teenage styled adult XL, with specific
needs of:

● Winter snow pants, hats and gloves
● Boys pants, t-shirts & hoodies (size 8)

mailto:kirstenpedersen_30@msn.com


● Girls underwear (toddler - size 8)
● Socks (boys, girls, adult men)

Shop our Target Wishlist

Clothing Guidelines

CULVER’S NIGHT

Culver’s custard on a hot summer night is just about perfect…but even more
so when Luke’s Closet receives a portion of the proceeds. We are so grateful
for Middleton Culver’s for providing this opportunity to Luke’s Closet on June
27th and to our dedicated volunteers who helped to serve food and custard to
customers. We received $865.00 in funds that will help purchase items to fill
gaps in our clothing needs!

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR
GENEROUS DONORS

We are overwhelmed with the
generosity of two large donations of
funds and clothes to Luke’s Closet
earlier this summer.

https://www.target.com/gift-registry/gift-giver?registryId=a29cffa8-88ed-11eb-8ad1-f83831b5fded&type=CHARITY
https://www.stlukes-elca.org/lukes-closet


In addition, our pillowcase inventory has been replenished thanks to those
who responded to our recent call for help. For kiddos receiving clothes via
delivery, we pack their clothing in handmade pillowcases. They never outgrow
a pillowcase; it remains theirs no matter where they go.

We began this ministry trusting that our mission would resonate with others,
but we are always amazed and humbled by the giving hearts that support
our work.

Donate

No-Sew Fleece Tie Blankets

Are you looking for a service activity to do with
your family or friends? Consider making fleece
tie blankets together to donate to Luke’s Closet.
Choose patterns that are appealing to
school-aged children and teens such as
geometric patterns, fun color designs or
generic themes such as nature, food, sports.
In general, 1 ½-2 yards in length makes a nice-sized blanket for a school-aged
child or teen.

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING ABOUT LUKE’S CLOSET

"I think when children experience crisis and trauma it is critically important to
find ways to provide a message that says 1) We see you 2) You matter 3) And
you will be nurtured and cared for.  Luke’s Closet does all of those things. “

- Dane County Social Worker

https://app.securegive.com/StLukes


Mission Statement: To serve and support foster, kinship and adoptive
families residing in Dane county by providing free, high-quality clothing.

Clothing is made available quickly and is easily accessible.

7337 Hubbard Ave., Middleton, WI 53562
608-234-0146 | lukesclosetdaneco@gmail.com

https://www.stlukes-elca.org/lukes-closet
https://www.facebook.com/LukesClosetDaneCo
https://www.instagram.com/lukesclosetdaneco/

Our thanks to St. Luke’s Lutheran Church for housing and supporting Luke’s Closet.
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