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WELCOME TO OUR FIRST NEWSLETTER
from Diane Reeber Lin, Luke’s Closet Chair

We have all learned the importance and value of connection. I hope this
update informs and inspires you with the great work of Luke’s Closet.

Throughout the pandemic challenges of the past two years, we have
remained steadfast in our commitment to providing free clothing to children
in foster, adoptive, and kinship care within Dane County, Wisconsin.



This year, we anticipate hitting the grand milestone of clothing our
1000th child! This was more than we could have ever imagined just three and
a half years ago.

Our generous clothing and financial donors ensure that our closets are full of
high-quality and high-need items that meet the size, style and seasonal
needs of families. Volunteers continue to work tirelessly and creatively to
ensure clothing needs are met and fulfilled.

This year, we look forward to welcoming more volunteers, re-establishing
community partnerships and staying more connected with friends of Luke’s
Closet. Most of all, we hope more children will find comfort and confidence in
the clothes they receive from Luke’s Closet.

Current Clothing Needs
● Boys (size 5-8) Athletic Pants
● Girls (size 8-14) Leggings
● Boys socks & underwear (new)
● Girls socks & underwear (new)

New and nearly new clothes are always
welcome. Spring clothing is now being
accepted.

Drop Off is available at St. Luke’s Lutheran
Church, 7337 Hubbard Ave., Middleton, WI

Shop our Target Wishlist

Clothing Guidelines

INSIGHTS FROM A FOSTER MOM
from Susan Sweitzer, Community Outreach & Foster Parent

https://www.target.com/gift-registry/gift-giver?registryId=a29cffa8-88ed-11eb-8ad1-f83831b5fded&type=CHARITY
https://www.stlukes-elca.org/lukes-closet


Some of our neediest families are “kinship” which is typically a Grandma who
is now raising several grandchildren. Families are also juggling many hard
things such as emotional trauma, financial challenges, school demands, court
dates, parental visits, and new living arrangements. Needless to say, it’s a very
difficult time for the kiddos and their caregivers.

As a foster mom, I’ve had children arrive with just the clothes on their backs
and experienced the great joy of a Luke’s Closet delivery. It’s one less worry
and allows us to better focus on loving them.

“We received our generous donations of clothes…today! Our foster
son shrieked when he saw the superhero clothes!! I am impressed

with the amount…and the condition of the clothing, some of it being
brand new with tags…You helped deliver some genuine smiles today,

thank you!” - Foster Mom

How we serve our kiddos:

1. Shop & Eat Events
2. Request Clothing for Delivery
3. Personal Shopping Appointments

BEHIND THE SCENES
Kim Nickel, Operations Coordinator

Luke’s Closet is dependent on the time, skills and effort of our volunteers. We
have an enthusiastic and generous team that work to sort and stock clothes,
fulfill orders, assist families with personal shopping, serve and support Shop &
Eat events, and of course, the behind the scenes efforts to keep this outreach
ministry functioning.



Throughout the pandemic, we kept our volunteers safe while still meeting
the needs of the families we serve. We are excited for 2022 and look forward
to welcoming new volunteer faces to our team.

If you are interested in this or other roles throughout the year, please visit our
website, https://www.stlukes-elca.org/lukes-closet, to learn more.

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR FINANCIAL DONORS

Luke’s Closet is grateful to receive funding from our local community and
even out-of-state supporters. St. Luke’s Lutheran Church has generously
supported Luke’s Closet since its inception with funds and use of facilities
allowing all financial donations to directly support clothing needs. Our
mission continues to be fulfilled because of your generosity. Thank you.

Donate

GROWING PARTNERSHIPS

We are grateful and delighted by the partnerships we have with Dane County
social workers, schools, hospitals, community groups, foundations, local
businesses and even knitting and sewing circles. Our pick-up site partners
throughout Dane County provide an especially important link in helping us
get clothes to children quickly. We look forward to highlighting these
partnerships in future newsletter editions. If your organization would like to
partner with Luke’s Closet to support our mission, please email us at
lukesclosetdaneco@gmail.com.

https://www.stlukes-elca.org/lukes-closet
https://app.securegive.com/StLukes


The Luke’s Closet Team (L-R) in one of our clothing closets: Robin Zimmerman, Suzanne Jacobson, Kim
Nickel, Diane Reeber Lin, Betsy Bush, Jenn Rohlwing, Susan Sweitzer, Kirsten Pedersen, and Pastor

Carrie Greenquist-Petersen.

A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE

It was spring of 2018 when a handful of individuals felt called to help foster,
adoptive and kinship families. St. Luke’s Lutheran Church sprang into action
quickly supporting the Luke’s Closet idea. Within one month, Luke’s Closet
was created, donations accepted and clothing was delivered to children.
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Mission Statement: To serve and support foster, kinship and adoptive
families residing in Dane county by providing free, high-quality clothing.

Clothing is made available quickly and is easily accessible.

7337 Hubbard Ave., Middleton, WI 53562
608-234-0146 | lukesclosetdaneco@gmail.com

https://www.stlukes-elca.org/lukes-closet
https://www.facebook.com/LukesClosetDaneCo
https://www.instagram.com/lukesclosetdaneco/

Our thanks to St. Luke’s Lutheran Church for housing and supporting Luke’s Closet.
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